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indulge this humour, she is led about the grounds belonging to the same house she is in, and the persons to whom she is to remove, being in the plot, are ready to receive her at her own chamber again. At stated times, the gentlewoman at whose house she supposes she is at the time, is sent for to quarrel with, according to her common custom * When they have a mind to drive the jest, she is immediately urged to that degree, that she will board in a family with which she has never yet been; and away she will go this instant, and teU them all that the rest have been saying of them. By this means she has been an inhabitant of every house in the place without stirring from the same habitation; and the many stories which everybody furnishes her with to favour that deceit, make her the general intelligencer of the town of all that can be said by one woman against another. Thus groundless stones die away, and sometimes truths are smothered under the general word. "When they have a mind to discountenance a thing, * Oh! that is in my Lady Bluemantle's memoirs. *
Whoever receives impressions to the disadvantage of others without examination, is to be had in no other credit for intelligence than this good Lady Bluemantle, who is subjected to have her ears imposed upon for want of other helps to better information. Add to this, that other scandal-bearers suspend the use of these faculties which she has lost, rather than apply them to do justice to their neighbours; and I think, for the service of my fair readers, to acquaint them that there is a voluntary Lady Blue-mantle at every visit in town.                          T.
No. 428.           Friday, July 11, 1712             [STEELE
Occupet extremum scabies.   HOR., Ars Poet. 417
IT is  an impertinent and unreasonable  fault in conversation, for one man to take up all the dis-